TOBACCO INDUSTRY INTERFERENCE INDEX

Implementation of Article 5.3 of the WHO Framework Convention
on Tobacco Control in Asian Countries, 2021
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FIGURE 1: TOBACCO INDUSTRY INTERFERENCE IN ASIA

The lower the score, the better the ranking
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Despite considerable obstacles in countering the tobacco industry, eleven (11) countries have

adopted preventive measures specifically to implement Article 5.3 and other best practices to

isolate and de-normalize the tobacco industry interference as part of good governance.

Japan has the highest level of tobacco industry interference on most indicators, placing it at

the bottom among countries in Asia; Brunei and Mongolia are the top countries making

progress in the region.

When the tobacco industry is unhindered in policy development, its influence in tobacco

control policies is seen in Indonesia, Philippines, China, and Japan, which scored high in this



indicator.

The tobacco industry thrives in influencing governments to relax tobacco control measures,
including regulations on ESDs in Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, and Vietnam to be aligned
with the industry’s business.

Tobacco industry-sponsored CSR activities intensified, with initiatives specifically directed at
governments’ pandemic-induced emergency responses. Both health and non-health front
liners became vulnerable to the industry and received cash donations, protective equipment,
and medical/hospital supplies, among others.

Except in Brunei, where there is no domestic tobacco producer or manufacturer, the
tobacco industry continues to receive benefits such as tax breaks, subsidies, or facilitation of
trade agreements in the 18 other countries. Bangladesh and the Philippines exempted tobacco
products from restrictions on non-essential goods/sectors during the pandemic.

Unnecessary interactions with the tobacco industry occurred even when most events and
physical gatherings were banned because of COVID-19. In 2020, activities related to illicit
trade enforcement remained a specific area where governments work side-by-side with the
industry. Government awards and recognition that elevate the profile of the tobacco industry
were also frequent.

A systemic lack of transparency in disclosing government interactions with the tobacco
industry remains a substantial problem. Almost all countries (except Brunei and Philippines)
do not have a procedure to make these interactions public. None of the countries have a
registry to disclose the tobacco industry’s affiliate organizations, individuals, or lobbyists acting
on its behalf.

Conflicts of interest persist by accepting political contributions from the tobacco industry,
incumbents and/or former government officials working for tobacco companies, and

government funds invested in the tobacco business.
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