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Research Note

Preliminary Evaluation of Economic Effect of Control
by Overall Nonsmoking/Separation of Smoking Areas

Nobuhiko Kamiya, Tomoyasu Hirano, Yumiko Mochizuki, Kaori Taketani

Summary In major advanced countries such as England, the United States, Canada
and New Zealand, a preliminary evaluation of economical effects (Regulatory
Impact Assessment : hereinafter referred to as the RIA) through quantification
of benefit and cost has been introduced in the process of study on regulation
introduction.

In England, smoking in indoor public facilities and workplaces has been
prohibited outright since 2007, and the RIA was implemented in the process of
study on the prohibition. As a result, it was estimated that implementation of
outright prohibition of smoking would bring a positive economic effect of about
2,100 million pounds (about 300 billion yen) to the whole of society.

After the example of the RIA in England, this RIA was implemented for
control in indoor public facilities and workplaces in Japan. Since there have
been voices in Japan that separation of smoking areas should be promoted, the
individual economic effects of outright prohibition of smoking and separation
of smoking areas were estimated. As a result, it was estimated that a positive
economic effect of 4154.4 billion yen would be generated in the case of outright
prohibition of smoking and a negative economic effect of 1262.8 billion yen
would be generated in the case of separation of smoking areas.

Control by separation of smoking areas not only defeats the purpose of
the World Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control
(hereinafter referred to as the WHO FCTC) which Japan has ratified, but
also generates negative economic effects on the whole of society. Therefore,
implementation of outright prohibition of smoking should be studied
progressively.
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